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e.g.) after death from hanging. In cases of drowning., the
face is pale and calm, with a placid expression; the eyes
are half open,, the eyelids livid and the pupils dilated; the
mouth closed or half open, the tongue swollen and congest-
ed, sometimes marked by the teeth, (Chevers and Guy say,
rarely); and the lips and nostrils are covered with a
mucous froth. Casper speaks of a remarkable contraction
of the penis in males who have gone into the water living,
and states that he has not met with this same condition of
that organ after any other form of death.

Abrasions and wounds are often found on bodies which
have died from drowning. Abrasions may be caused by
the person having come in contact with the bottom $ or, in
the case of wells m this country, by having come in contact
with the stone sides. In the same way, wounds may be
caused by any part of the body, especially the head, coming
in contact with any hard substance whilst in the act of
falling. A body found in the water with a wound on it, is
naturally calculated to excite a suspicion of violence
having been used, and very great caution should be used
before giving an opinion that the wound was caused before
Immersion. The fact of the edges of the wound having
commenced to contract, is not necessarily proof that the
wound was caused before immersion, because this would
be the case if the wound was caused in the act of falling,
or at any time before or immediately after death. It will,
to a great extent, depend upon the internal appearances as
to whether it can be said that the wound was caused
before, or in the act of immersion* If the internal organs
present none of the ordinary appearances of death by
drowning, and thero is a wound in itself likely to have
caused death, it would seem almost certain that the wound
had been caused some time before immersion, and that the
body was already dead when placed in the water, Of
course, in the case of a stab or a gunshot wound, there could
never be any doubt j but the case is different when there
is a contused wound, say on the skull, which has caused
fracture in itself likely to have caused death. It often